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Introduction about Mozambique

Mozambique is a country which is located in southeastern Africa (see Figure 1), bathed by the Indian
Ocean to the east and bordering Tanzania to the north; Malawi and Zambia to the northwest; Zimbabwe
to the west and Swaziland and South Africa to the southwest.

From 1498 Mozambique was a Portuguese colony and became independent in 1975. As result of the
long colonial occupation, the official language of Mozambique is Portuguese, which is mainly spoken
as a second language by about half the population, along with more than 40 local languages distributed
through the country.
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Figure 1: World map highlighting Mozambique. Modified from Freeworldmap.net.

As many other African countries, Mozambique has a great cultural diversity, untouched natural
beauty and great potential in terms of mineral resources and tourism. Mozambique is in fact a good
reference of tourism amongst the south African countries. It hosts the third largest bay of Africa,
providing long dune-fringed beaches, turquoise waters, well-preserved corals, remote archipelagos,
pounding surf in the south. In the central part, astonishing baobab trees and natural reserves can be seen
(Figure 2).

One of the most amazing historical landmarks is the Island of Mozambique located in the Northern
part of Mozambique. This island gave name to the country and it was the country’s first capital city. It
is an outstanding example of an architecture showing a perfect blend of local traditions, Portuguese

influences and, to a somewhat lesser extent, Indian and Arab influences.
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Figure 2: Sightseeing spots in Mozambique.

The history of the Mozambique island and Inhambane city (The land of good people), reaches back
at least a millennium, making them one of the oldest settlements along the coast. Serene waterside
setting, tree-lined avenues, faded colonial-style architecture and mixture of Arabic, Indian and African
influences are commonly seen in every spot of the cities. It is in fact believed that Yasuke the first and
only Black Samurai and non-Japanese member of the revered Ancient Samurai Order who served the
Lord Nobunaga in the 1580’s, was born in Mozambique?, which demonstrates intercontinental process
of cultural diffusion impact that this coastal city had in the world.

Despite this outstanding natural beauty, Mozambique as many other African countries, still in a
process of reconstruction from the long civil war, and the economy have been growing significantly
through the discovery and exploration of mineral and energy resources (coal, oil &gas, gold, iron ore,
graphite, titanium, gemstones, etc.) throughout the country. Yet despite the economic growth, more
than half of the population still live below the poverty line and this fact is mainly attributed to the
population increase, lack access to health care and inadequacy of high education system. In order to
solve this issue, the Japanese government through JICA has been putting a lot of effort in financing
projects in stimulation of regional and local development (Infra-structures) and human development by
offering scholarships to Japanese Universities as well as building schools, hospitals and major railways
to allow easy transportation of natural resources?.

! https://www.afrikaiswoke.com/yasuke-african-samurai/
2 https://www.jica.go.jp/mozambique/english/index.html
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