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Progress and the Current State of Applicants for the STEP Test :
A Case Study at Akita National College of Technology

Yuji Kuwamoro, Takayuki Sucawara and Nobuyo Unacami
(200411 H30H =2HE)

This paper reports a case study on the STEP (The Society for Testing English Proficiency,
inc.) Test at Akita National College of Technology. As we have introduced the STEP Test
into our English education since 2001, we can show how the number of applicants for the test
has increased and how many students have got the appropriate grade for three years. As the
number of sophomores challenging the pre-2" grade has increased, the pass rate of the grade
has become higher than that before 2000. As for the 2™ grade, more and more students
including lower year students have been getting it. As a whole, students' willingness to take
The effect of this
tendency could also contribute to the educational program for the TOEIC Test, which is

the test and to get appropriate grade is being activated year by year.

another strategy of English education at our college.
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