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An Introduction to English Education Program of Akita National College of
Technology:
On e-learning and Writing Exercises Reconsidered by the Concept of

Learner Autonomy

Part II

Mitsugu KoBavasm

(CFH2247-11 H 26 H 52 B1)

It should be taken into consideration that e-learning and writing exercises by native speaker
are the essential tacklings for the English Education of Akita National College of Technology.
In addition to that, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technolgy recommends
students to deepen their learning of their special fields and to have the practical English ability,
which EDC and Washington Accord also recognize necessary qualifications for learning.

The purpose of this paper is to suggest an approach to improve the spontaneous educational
abilities (containing English ability) for our students by using e-learning and Writing Workshops

based on the ways of thinking of Learner Autonomy, Finland Method, DeSeCo Key competency

and JABEE.

We have been making many attempts to establish students' voluntary English learning and

let them know the world-wide point of view for engineering design.

If they keep studying their

specialities autonoumously and communicate with foreigners in English, they can contribute to
the world as international engineers attributed to Learner Autonomy.
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Now, English is the language that most spoken
all over the world and Japan expanding business
for the foreign market in various field. Also more
and more people go to abroad. For this fact,
English is the tool that useful and convenient
for communication. For example, if we can use
English, we can tell the Japanese culture and
attraction to foreigner. And as a result, the
foreigner come to Japan and this bring a profit to
Japan. English is indispensable for Japanese profit
of the country. So we should study Engish.
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To tell the truth, I don't know why we should
study English. I can't help thinking that we need
not study English in Japan. Because it seems that
there is no chance to use English in daily life. So
if we live a normal life in Japan, the chance to
use English is maybe basically zero. We could get
almost everything we need to live without using
English.

But in industrial or business field, we would
encounter many scenes to use English. For
example, reading a datasheet and instruction,
communicating with abroad employee and
customer, introducing products to foreign
companies and so on. In this case, we must use
English.
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We've been studied English for 7 or 8 years.
But I think it's really superficial knowledge. We
cannot communicate well in English with foreign
people because our English is based on "reading
(translating)". Certainly, we can translate English
into Japanese with dictionary, but we cannot speak
English naturally as we always speak Japanese.
We may not be able to even give a speech in
English. I still feel the need to study English more
in order to achieve deeper communication.

Now, we need to study English not for the
exams in school but for communicating with non-
Japanese people. In company, it may be quite
usual to use English to communicate foreign
companies and customers. Maybe English is one
of the most important tools in our global society. I
think we have to obtain a communicative English
skill. Not only reading and translating but also
speaking and writing is needed for us in the age
of globalization.
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We study English to become an expert engineer
or researcher.An engineer and a researcher
always collect information they need. If they can
read English, they will collect English information
as well as Japanese information. So they have an
advantage over an English-speaking people who
read only English.

An engineer and a researcher may be forced
to do many international tasks, such as a joint
research with a foreign company, English theses,
an international society presentation, and so on.
The ability of doing these tasks enable an engineer
to show his ability of engineering and a researcher
to extend his field of research. Although we will
acquire the ability of English which enable us
to do these tasks after we become a working
member of society, English that we are studying
now is a base for practical English.
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2.2. Schedule of Activities for Writing Workshops
March 15
Introduce paragraph structure: topic sentence,
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body, and conclusion. Example paragraph analysis;
practice in small groups.
Looking at your writing; reviewing.
Free writing for fluency.
Assignment #1: Your family, your community,
your country.

March 16
Free writing.
Review of paragraph structure.
Grammar lesson #2: The clause and the sentence:
fragments and run-ons. Error correction in groups.
Peer review. Revision in class.
Watching a movie: free writing & discussion.
Assignment #2: My hobbies and why I like them.
Revise Assignment #1

March 17
A movie : watching and writing. Discussion.
Grammar lesson #2; error correction practice
Feedback on Assignment #1 from March 15.
Peer review of Assignment #2 from March 16th.
Assignment #3: Topic to be selected; Revise
Assignment #2

March 18
Watching a movie: free writing & discussion.
Peer Review, Assignment #3
Feedback Assignment #2; revision of Assignment
#3
Assignment #4: Writing about a movie.

March 19
Watching a movie: free writing & discussion.
Peer Review Assignment #4
Feedback of Assignment #3
The extended essay. Examples and discussion.
Conclusion of workshop
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