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A shift of morphological and semantic structures in ambiguous expression of Japanese
youth jargons wakamono-kotoba:
Approaching a diachronic study with a database of a TV drama

Yuji KuwaMOTO
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In general, wakamono-kotoba i.e. a kind of jargons in Japanese younger generation are rather unsettled

ones, so they are liable to disappear in a short time. On the other hand, quite a few words are stable and

settled for a long time. These words include ambiguous expression because they have already been as

standard vocabularies and had appropriate morphological and semantic structures in the standard word

usage. In this paper, I introduce ambiguous expression in stable wakamono-kotoba as a long-term-surviving

words, and analyze them morphologically and semantically.
I made a database of a TV drama broadcasted in 2013. It shows that the database is the first step to a
diachronic study of wakamono-kotoba, if possible, contrasted with another database in a different era, such

as in 1990s or 2000s. This is just a pilot study so far.
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